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Shop Downtown with Shawbucks
 We are kicking off a fun contest that could land you extra cash to spend in downtown Shawnee! We know the 
Nieman Now! construction is putting some businesses in a bind from time to time, so we are launching “Shawbucks” 
in an effort to get more customers downtown. So how does it work? It’s easy! Just look for the Shawbucks sign to find 
out if a business is participating, check out the full list below or head to cityofshawnee.org. Then, as you’re shopping 
or grabbing a bite to eat, fill out an entry slip to have a chance at winning $25 in Shawbucks. We'll draw four winners 
at a time, twice a month. If you win, you can spend your Shawbucks at any of the participating businesses. There is 
no purchase necessary. We are excited to launch Shawbucks and will be continuing the contest until Nieman Now! 
is all finished up!

ShawbucksShop Shawnee

Expires: 12/31/19

No cash value

Pet Stop
Direct Messenger Service Inc.
Choppers Hair Studio
Mitzi Ryburn, State Farm Insurance
Painted Clover
Transport Brewery
Kiene Dental Group
Precision Tune Auto Care
Peppermint Patty’s Montessori Preschool
Enviro Tech Heating & Cooling
Pegah’s Family Restaurant On Johnson Dr
Audio Video Information & Entertainment Systems
Matthew Beaven, Farmers Bureau Financial Services 
Old Shawnee Pizza & Italian Kitchen
Vita Craft
Thompson Eye Clinic 
Calkins Electric Supply Co. 
Merigold Cigarette Outlet, Liquor & Wine
Flatland Vapes
Hartman Hardware 
Russell Florist
Doll Cradle
Top Shop 
Greenhalgh Family Dental
KC Dentkrafters
Family Dollar 
Sweet T’s Bake Shop
Betty C’s Bar & Grill 
Back In Motion Chiropractic

Valid at any of these participating businesses!
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A GOOD WORD FROM

Dear Residents,
 It hardly seems possible we are about ready to wrap up 2018 and launch into 2019. 
Time flies when you’re having fun, right? I always like to take a few moments towards 
the end of the year to reflect on the City’s accomplishments and challenges, as well as to 
look ahead to what we will tackle for the year ahead. We’ve made great strides in 2018 
and have even bigger plans for 2019. Here are a few highlights.

• Our Stormwater Division completed 64 separate repair locations, totaling 
approximately 6,000 feet of pipe reconstruction this year. That helps to correct 
major pipe failure points and improve drainage for those areas.

• Our Public Works Department completed a record 49 lane miles of mill and overlay 
this year. That adds up to safer, smoother streets, sidewalks and curbs. 

• Our Parks and Recreation Department organized and hosted dozens of community 
events. We take pride in welcoming tens of thousands of residents and visitors to 
Shawnee over the year to enjoy our fun, family-friendly events.

• Our Fire Department is wrapping up work on Fire Station 74 near 53rd and 
Woodsonia. This is to decrease response times to make sure your family gets help 
fast in case of an emergency.

• Our Police Department expanded its Community Outreach Response Unit (CORE). 
They know the importance of dedicating more officers to meet the needs of our 
community directly, whether it be through social media, school visits or Giving The 
Basics where they provide toiletries and other supplies to areas of our community 
that might be in need.

• Our Volunteer Program continues to expand and reach into parts of our community 
that need a hand up. We simply couldn’t help as many people as we do without our 
amazing volunteers who work tirelessly in partnership with the City.

• Our Governing Body is constantly working to get feedback from YOU to find out 
what YOU want to see in Shawnee. That’s the driver behind the potential Community 
Center and so many other projects.

 While we all know we are not always perfect, we truly hope you know we are always 
trying to do the right things for the right reasons. If you take time to chat with me, any 
Councilmember or City employee, I am confident you will get a similar message. You will 
hear that we all do what we do, day in and day out, in an effort to make Shawnee a better 
place for you to live, work and play.

I wish you and your family the best over the holidays and as we kick off 2019.

Happy Holidays,

Michelle Distler
Mayor

Mayor Michelle Distler



Citizens Guide to Snow Removal

Public works crews first focus on collector and arterial roads which have the 
highest amount of traffic. Crews then begin working through neighborhoods 
to help clear residential streets.

How are streets prioritized?

Questions about the snow removal program? 
Call the Public Works Snow Operations Hotline: 742-6097

What can you do to help?
Don't park your vehicles in the street.

Place items, such as basketball goals, at least 10 feet back from the street.

When shoveling snow, don't put it back into the street.

Teach children to stay away from the street when snow removal is taking place.

7,500
tons

Amount of salt the City has 
available for road treatment 2,352

lane miles

Plowed by Public Works 
during a winter storm

31 Used for snow/ice removal including plows, 
front loaders, and backhoes

22On each shift working to 
clear City roads

Pieces of equipment

Drivers 12
Hours

The length of each 
shift for drivers 
clearing the roads

that is like driving to New York City and back!

When snow and ice hits, be sure to check for alerts online at cityofshawnee.org. 
We also have the "Snow Tracker" so you can keep tabs on our snow removal in the City!
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 There is still time to donate to the Mayor’s Christmas Tree Fund! Mayor Michelle Distler chose 
Shawnee Community Services to benefit from this year’s fund. All the money raised will go 
directly to Shawnee Community Services and, in turn, directly to people who need a hand up in 
our community. Shawnee Community Services offers several services including a food pantry, 
free clothing and household items along with emergency financial help for shelter, utilities and 
health care. It’s an organization that’s made an impact on so many right here in our community. 
So how can you help? There are several ways.

• Sponsor a handmade ornament made by local students for $5. That ornament will hang 
on the Christmas tree inside the City Hall lobby with your name on it.

• Make a donation online, in person at City Hall or through the mail!
• Donate food, clothing, toys or household items directly to Shawnee Community 

Services
 We have full details online at cityofshawnee.org. Thank you for considering taking part in the 
Mayor’s Christmas Tree Fund!

 The Shawnee Fire Department has recently changed 
the color scheme for the new fire trucks that will begin to 
replace the older fleet. The new colors and wording are a 
subtle nod to the legacy of the Shawnee Fire Department 
since its formation in 1924. The burgundy stripe on the 
new fire trucks is close to the same burgundy found on 
the 1930 REO, which was the second motorized fire 
truck for the City of Shawnee. The new Engine 71 is 
the first truck to proudly sport the new colors and the 
words, “Engine Co.” on the side. 

Shawnee Fire Department's 
New Fire Truck Colors

 Did you know the Shawnee Police Department is 
now on Twitter and Facebook? Be sure to give them a 
follow to stay connected on what’s happening in your 
community. You can find them @shawneeKSpolice 
on Twitter and Facebook. And make sure you show 
the City and Shawnee Town 1929 some love too at  
@CityofShawneeKS and @ShawneeTown1929. Check 
us out on Nextdoor and Instagram too!

Stay Social With Shawnee

 Want to snag some Shawnee swag? We have several 
adult, youth, toddler and baby onesie styles of Shawnee 
shirts for sale at the Shawnee Town Gift Shop located on 
West 57th Street between Flint and Cody. The Gift Shop is 
open Monday - Fri. from 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. The adult 
shirts are $12 and the kids' sizes are $8! 

Show Your Shawnee Pride



Page 5

 Hammers are swinging around Shawnee and construction is underway on quite a few projects around town! Here 
are just a few highlights. 

• Dairy Queen being built near Midland and Hilltop
• Primrose School being built near Midland and Hilltop
• Transport Brewery near Johnson Drive and Nieman Road
• New Quik Trip opened up at Shawnee Mission Parkway and Goddard
• St. Luke’s Small Hospital at 63rd and Lackman

 You can always visit cityofshawnee.org and click on “Construction Projects” to find out what’s going on in the City!

The holiday season is here and so is the winter fire season. The 
Shawnee Fire Department would like to offer you and your 
family some fire safety tips to help keep you and your family 
safe this winter.
• Space heaters should have plenty of space to work and 

never left unattended. Keep furniture, blankets, pillows 
and other items that can burn away from space heaters. 
Children should be closely supervised around space 
heaters to make sure they do not get burned.

• Have your fireplace, chimney and chimney connectors 
inspected before you use the fireplace. Fireplaces and 
chimneys are responbile for the largest share of home 
heating fires. Creosote build-up is the leading cause of 
chimney fires.

• Have your furnace inspected before you start to use it this 
year to make sure it will work correctly and is vented right 
to avoid carbon monoxide poisoning. Now is a good time 
to test your carbon monoxide detector and smoke alarm!

• If you use a live Christmas tree, make sure to add water 
and never let it dry out.

• Inspect the electrical cords for your holiday lights to make 
sure they are in good condition. Light up decorations that 
have worn or frayed wiring should not be used. 

 It’s getting colder, which means drivers are 
tempted to warm up their cars and then leave 
them in the driveway. Our Police Department sees 
a spike of stolen vehicles every year around this 
time. Officers have also been dealing with thieves 
breaking into unlocked cars. Another big issue is 
when people leave their garage doors open, which 
is an opportunity for thieves to swipe any number 
of things including cars, tools and lawnmowers. 
 So how do we prevent this? It’s simple. Don’t 
leave your car unattended while warming up. Lock 
your car doors. Close your garage doors. Set an 
alarm to remind yourself to make sure everything 
is locked up. If you follow the Shawnee Police 
Department on Twitter at @shawneeKSpolice, 
keep an eye out for the #9pmRoutine which helps 
remind people to make sure things are locked and 
closed before they go to bed. These crimes happen 
all over our City and at homes and apartments alike.
 For more crime tips and to stay up to date 
on what’s going on in the City, please follow the 
Shawnee Police Department on Facebook, Twitter 
and Nextdoor. 

Lock It Up

What’s Shaking in Shawnee?

St. Luke’s Small Hospital Dairy Queen Transport Brewery
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 The City offers refunds to eligible senior citizens 
on the franchise tax charged on the previous year’s 
residential telephone bills. Senior citizens who turned 
62 on or before January 1, and lived in the City from 
January 1 to December 31 of the rebate year, are 
eligible for the rebate. 
 Refunds are processed from January 1 to April 30. 
Qualifying residents may bring proof of age and copies 
of each telephone bill from the rebate year that shows 
the "Special Municipal Charge" to the City Clerk's 
office at City Hall. Application forms are not required. 
Residents who did not save all their bills can apply 
for a partial rebate for those months for which they do 
have their bills, if they can show proof of residency 
from January 1 to December 31 of the rebate year. 
Refunds take approximately 4 to 6 weeks to process.
 The rebate is only valid on a traditional land line 
phone service and does not apply to phone lines that 
use a VoIP data system where no Franchise Fee is 
charged. Residents who have questions about rebates 
should contact the City Clerk's Office at 742-6014 or 
stop by City Hall between the hours of 8:00 a.m. to 
5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday.

Senior Citizen Rebates

 Eligible Shawnee residents may apply quarterly 
for a refund of the franchise fee paid on gas and 
electricity bills and the Stormwater Utility Fee 
paid on the property tax bill. The franchise fees 
may be identified on monthly gas and electric bills 
as “Shawnee Franchise Fee,” “Franchise Fee,” or 
“Special Municipal Charge.” Franchise fees for 
Kansas Gas Service, Atmos Gas, Western Resources, 
and Kansas City Power and Light are 5%. The 
Stormwater Utility Fee is itemized on the property 
tax bill and is $72 per year. 
 Eligible residents are those who have a "Very 
Low Income," as defined by the U.S. Department of 
Urban Housing Development (HUD) guidelines for 
the Johnson County Area Median Family Income. 
Residents who have questions about rebates should 
contact the City Clerk's Office at 742-6014 or stop by 
City Hall between the hours of 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
Monday through Friday.

Low Income Rebates
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December
1 Christkindlmarkt - 2:00 p.m.
3 Planning Commission - 7:30 p.m.
4 Council Committee - 7:00 p.m.
6 Parks and Rec. Advisory Board - 5:30 p.m.
10 City Council - 7:00 p.m.
17 Planning Commission - 7:30 p.m.
20 Third Thursdays with the Mayor - 8:00 a.m.
 Shawnee Downtown Partnership - 6:00 p.m.
 Board of Zoning Appeals - 7:30 p.m.
24 Christmas Holiday - City Offices Closed
 City Council - 7:00 p.m. - CANCELLED 
25 Christmas Holiday - City Offices Closed

January
1 New Year's Holiday - City Offices Closed
3 Parks and Rec. Advisory Board - 5:30 p.m
7  Planning Commission - 7:30 p.m.
8 Council Committee - 7:00 p.m.
14 City Council - 7:00 p.m.
17 Third Thursdays with the Mayor - 8:00 a.m. 
 Board of Zoning Appeals - 7:30 p.m.
21 Martin Luther King Jr. Day - City Offices Closed
23 Planning Commission - 7:30 p.m.
24 Quarterly Q&A - 6:30 p.m.
28 City Council - 7:00 p.m.

February
4 Planning Commission - 7:30 p.m. 
5 Council Committee - 7:00 p.m.
7 Parks and Rec. Advisory Board - 5:30 p.m 
11 City Council - 7:00 p.m.
18 Presidents' Day - City Offices Closed
20 Planning Commission - 7:30 p.m. 
21 Third Thursdays with the Mayor - 8:00 a.m. 
 Board of Zoning Appeals - 7:30 p.m.
25 City Council - 7:00 p.m.
28 State of the City - 11:30 a.m.
 Downtown Partnership Mtg - 6:00 p.m.

March
4 Planning Commission - 7:30 p.m. 
5 Council Committee - 7:00 p.m.
7 Parks and Rec. Advisory Board - 5:30 p.m
10 St. Patrick's Parade - 1:00 p.m.
 Heroes Pull - 2:30 p.m.
 Duck Race - 4:30 p.m.
11 City Council - 7:00 p.m.
15 Third Thursdays with the Mayor - 8:00 a.m. 
18 Planning Commission - 7:30 p.m. 
21 Third Thursdays with the Mayor - 8:00 a.m. 
 Board of Zoning Appeals - 7:30 p.m.
25 City Council - 7:00 p.m.

 Following winter storms, there are many residents 
in our community who are unable to clear snow and 
ice off of their driveways and sidewalks. That’s when 
the Shawnee Snow Squad jumps into action!
 If you own a snow shovel, snow blower, or snow 
plow and have a passion for serving in the community, 
volunteer to join our Snow Squad. Volunteers assist 
Shawnee residents that are physically unable to remove 
snow from their driveways and sidewalks.
 To sign up, contact the City’s Volunteer 
Coordinator, Elizabeth Griffith, at 742-6244 or by 
e-mail at egriffith@cityofshawnee.org. 

The Shawnee Snow 
Squad Needs You!

Recycling
 Wondering what to do once the holidays are over and you 
need to get rid of your Christmas tree? Johnson County Parks 
and Recreation is now providing four locations where you 
can drop off your trees for free from December 26 through 
January 31!

• Theatre in the Park at Shawnee Mission Park (enter at 
7710 Renner Road)

• Heritage Park Marina parking lot at 16050 Pflumm Road 
in Olathe

• Kill Creek Park Marina parking lot at 11670 Homestead 
Lane in Olathe

• Big Bull Creek Park at 20425 Sunflower Road in Edgerton

 Please be sure to remove decorations of any kind 
from your Christmas tree before dropping it off from  
7:30 a.m. - 8:00 p.m. If you're heading to Shawnee Mission 
Park, you can drop off trees from 6:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m. 
 Last year, between 4,000 and 5,000 trees were recycled. 
Some of the trees will be mulched for use on trails and in 
landscaping while others will be used to improve fish habitat 
in district lakes.
 For additional information, call Visitor Services at the 
JCPRD Administration Building in Shawnee Mission Park at 
(913) 888-4713.

Christmas Tree 
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Any individual requiring an accommodation to participate 
in a public meeting should contact the Deputy City 
Manager at 742-6243 or call the Kansas Relay Center,  
1-800-766-3777 at least 48 hours prior to the scheduled 
meeting time (if possible) to make arrangements.

Agendas - Meetings 742-6243
Animal Control 631-2150
Appraiser (County) 715-9000
Athletic Field Reservations 631-5200
Building Inspections 742-6010
Burning Permits 631-1080
Business Licenses 742-6014
Car Tags 715-2600
Chamber of Commerce 631-6545
City Clerk 742-6014
City Council 742-6238
City Hall 631-2500
City Manager 742-6200
CityRide 742-6014
Civic Centre 631-5200
Code Enforcement 742-6010
Deck Permits 742-6010
Driver’s License (State) 432-2266
Engineering 742-6012
Fire Department 631-1080
Garage Sale Regulations 742-6014
Health Department (County) 826-1200
Job Hotline 742-6013
Johnson County Library 826-4600
Junk Vehicles 631-2150
Odor Complaints 742-6096
Mayor 742-6238
Paint Disposal (County) 715-6900
Pavement & Sidewalk Maintenance 742-6008
Police (Non-Emergency) 631-2155
Police Emergency 9-1-1
Parks and Recreation 631-5200
Rec Program Line (City) 815-2122
Planning & Zoning  742-6011
Public Works Maintenance 742-6008
Purchasing 742-6015
Recycling & Solid Waste Questions 742-6213
Right of Way Hotline 742-6023
Road Construction 742-6009
Shawnee Town 248-2360
Shelter House Reservations 631-5200
Sign Permits 742-6226
Solicitors - Suspicious 9-1-1
Street Lights 742-6008
Tall Grass - Weeds 742-6010
Town Hall Rental 248-2360
Traffic Tickets 742-6003
Volunteer Opportunities  742-6244
Voter Registration 742-6014

Mayor 
Michelle Distler 634-5883 mdistler@cityofshawnee.org

Ward I
Jim Neighbor 268-9061 jneighbor@cityofshawnee.org
Matt Zimmerman 268-3513 mzimmerman@cityofshawnee.org

Ward II
Mike Kemmling  667-9888 mkemmling@cityofshawnee.org
Eric Jenkins 669-1076 ejenkins@cityofshawnee.org

Ward III
Stephanie Meyer 626-5916 smeyer@cityofshawnee.org
Lisa Larson-Bunnell 738-9320 llarson-bunnell@cityofshawnee.org

Ward IV
Mickey Sandifer 268-5348 msandifer@cityofshawnee.org
Lindsey Constance 428-9592 lconstance@cityofshawnee.org

 The CityLine, an official publication of the City of 
Shawnee, Kansas, is published four times a year and 
mailed to residents in Shawnee under the direction of 
the Communications Manager. Readers' comments are 
encouraged and may be directed to:

Communications Manager 
11110 Johnson Drive

Shawnee, Kansas 66203 
By phone 742-6202 or 

e-mail jbreithaupt@cityofshawnee.org

 This document, meeting agendas and packets, and other 
information about the City of Shawnee, are available on our 
website at www.cityofshawnee.org.


